
January 2022  

Dear Parents/Carers,                                             

Welcome back and Happy New Year! 

 

We hope you had a lovely Christmas break and you are ready to continue the hard work 

in year 4. We have some exciting learning coming up during this term, below is the key 

curriculum information for this term. 

English  

We will continue to explore a range of fiction, non-fiction and poetry texts during the 

Spring term. Themes for English this term will be covering historical fiction, non-

chronological reports, letters and diary entries. Writing will also be developed through 

the curriculum. 

 

Guided reading will continue to take place each week and home reading books will 

continue to be allocated to each pupil. During Guided Reading, children will not only 

focus on fluency but also on reading comprehension in order to develop their 

understanding of texts. Please remember to record any reading in your child’s reading 

record where possible. The children can write in their own record books too. 

Children will also continue with weekly spelling and regular handwriting sessions. 

 

Maths 

The topics that will be covered in maths during the spring term are: 

✓ Multiplication and division 

✓ Area of 2d shapes 

✓ Fractions 

History 

Within our history lessons pupils will be learning about a local history study and will 

learn about the local area (the Black Country) and how it played a part in industry. 

Historical enquiry will see children investigate local industry and explore the industrial 

paintings and drawings of Edwin Butler Bayliss and artefacts related to the famous 

Chance’s Glass Company from Smethwick. 

 

Art and design  

During Spring 2022, we will be having a number of art lessons to develop skills in 

drawing and painting and to learn techniques of weaving and printing to aim to produce a 

wall hanging. 

 

Design Technology 

We will be attempting to link our learning about electrical circuits in science last term 

to a project to design and make a working light/lamp with a switch. 



Geography 

 We will start the term by investigating grid references on maps and then move 

towards learning about rivers and their features. 

 

 

Off site visit 

Towards the end of the term, Year 4 will hopefully be visiting the Black Country Living 

Museum.  Further details to follow as soon as we have them. 

 

French 

Children will be learning to pronounce some basic French phrases and write French 

vocabulary based around the themes, my town and my home.   

 

Science 

States of Matter – Children will find out about the properties of the three different 

states of matter: solid, liquid and gas, learn how to use thermometers, set up enquiries 

about matter changing from one state to another as well as study the water cycle. 

 

PE – in school 

Mr Forman will continue to teach PE on a Friday afternoon. If your child wears earrings 

please ensure they are covered or removed on these days.  If your child wears a bangle 

for religious reasons, then please send a sweat band to cover these so they are safe.   

 

Swimming lessons 

Every Wednesday we will be going swimming at Thimblemill Swimming baths.  Your child 

will need a swimming costume or trunks and a towel.  (Bikinis or tankinis are not suitable 

for the swimming lessons.) Earrings will need to be removed for swimming lessons prior 

to coming to school or you may wish to provide a swimming hat to cover them up.  The 

Swimming baths will not allow anyone to participate if they have not removed or 

covered earrings with a hat. Plasters are not allowed to be used for covering earrings. 

 

Music 

Children will continue to learn the p-bone with Mrs Matthews on a Tuesday morning. 

The children thoroughly enjoyed it last term and will continue to develop their skills 

over the spring term. Your child will be given the opportunity to bring home their 

instrument but will need to make sure they have it in school every Tuesday as there are 

no spares and they can not share. 

 

RE 

In RE this term we will be exploring How important it is for Jewish people to do what God 
asks them to do and asking Is forgiveness always possible for Christians? 
 



PSHE 

The focus in PSHE will be based around the theme of ‘dreams and goals’. Later on in the 

term we will look at ‘Healthy Me’. 

 

Computing 

In computing this term, the children will be exploring data handling using Microsoft 

Excel spreadsheets and exploring how to plan and create audio books and radio 

broadcasts. 

 

Homework 

Homework will be handed out on Fridays and should be returned by the following 

Wednesday.  Each week your child will have spellings and times tables/mental 

arithmetic facts to learn by heart and they will be tested on them weekly. 

 

Please log onto Times Tables Rock Stars ach week to practise as the Multiplication test 

will be in May. If anybody requires a reminder of their password please us know.  This 

is to prepare for the new NATIONAL TIMES TABLE TESTS being taken by year 4 in 

May 2022.  It is important they practise these as during the online test, pupils will only 

be given 6 seconds to input answers for each question. 

 

Please ensure that your child brings a drinks bottle to school with them every day. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 

Thank you for your ongoing support and co-operation,  

Mrs Whitehurst and Miss Adam. 

 


